
THE MISSING PIECE
Objectives



1.
Have children see aggressive, anti-social, selfish behavior change to positive, 

loving, unselfish behavior.


2.
Create a classroom dialogue about treating others in a kind and unselfish way.


3.
Have children recognize how fear influences their decisions and actions.


4.
Have children experience the aesthetics of a puppet theatre experience.

Outline



"The Missing Piece" features hand and rod puppets.  The story begins when Seymour 
Bone, toymaker and inventor, discovers that his son, Rufus, has been selfish and 
mean towards his friends and siblings.  He sends Rufus a puzzle, a riddle that he 
thinks will help him, a mirror with a missing piece.  Rufus becomes angry with what 
he thinks is a broken present, and sets out to return it to his father.  During his journey 
he meets several characters.  Their actions help Rufus get closer to understanding the 
riddle.  He conquers his fears, portrayed by a costumed figure, and discovers that the 
real missing piece is within himself--that he has no peace of mind when he is selfish.  
This dramatic solution should not be revealed ahead of time to the students.
Pre-Show Discussion Topics


1.
Discuss the nature of puppets--what kinds have you seen?  (marionette, rod, 

hand, shadow)  How is a puppet used?


2.
Discuss the nature of a theatre production.  How is a puppet play different 


from an actor play?  How is it the same?


3.
Discuss the basic elements of a story.


4.
Discuss the different types of fears that students have experienced ( e.g. fear  

                        of  getting hurt vs. fear of failing).  What did they do about their fear?

Pre-Show Activities

1.
Read a play or short story, having different students read each part aloud.


2.
Read books about puppetry and puppet theatre.

Special Note

Due to staging design, the puppeteers prefer to set up on the floor in front of the 
stage.  They will need a cleared area approximately 20x15 feet.  Students may be 
seated either on the floor, in chairs, or at tables.  Visibility is excellent for any 
            form of seating.

Post-show Discussion Questions



1.
What kinds of puppets were used?  (Rod and Hand & Rod)


2.
What kind of work does Seymour Bone do?  How did he discover what Rufus 

was doing wrong?  What was Rufus doing?


3.
What present did Seymour Bone send to Rufus?


4.
How did Rufus treat his brothers and sisters?


5.
Why did Rufus make fun of Bucky?  Has anyone made fun of you?  How did 

it make you feel?  What did you do in reaction?  Have you ever made fun of 

someone?  How did it make you feel immediately?  Later?  (These questions 

will open a can of worms.  Good Luck!)


6.
What was wrong with Gorgablast?


7.
Was Rufus glad that he helped Gorgablast?  Why?


8.
How did the frogs get what they wanted?


9.
Why was Rufus able to escape?


10.
What does he discover that he has in common with the frogs?


11.
What was the black costumed figure?



12.
What are you afraid of? What is a healthy fear?  What is an unhealthy fear?


13.
In what ways does your fear stand in your way?


14.
Did Rufus feel the same way about his present at the end of the trip as he did 

in the beginning?  Why?




15.
What was the real missing piece that Rufus found?


16.
How could Rufus get that peace of mind?


17.
How could Rufus use the mirror in the future?


18.
What does "selfish" mean?


19.
What are some examples of selfish behavior?


20.
How do you feel when you've been selfish?  What could you have done 


instead?


21.
What kinds of things are you afraid of?  (i.e. afraid to speak up in class, afraid 

of being teased, afraid to play a game because you aren't good at it)


            22.       How could you overcome your fear?

Post-Show Activities


1.
List 10 selfish acts and 10 unselfish acts.


2.
Write an essay about an unselfish person you know.  What makes them an 


unselfish person?  Do you like this person?  Why did you choose this person?


3.
Write a story about a selfish person and what kinds of things might happen 

to this person.


4.
Write a story about how someone overcomes a fear.


5.
Write a letter to the puppeteers telling them what you thought about the 


program.


6.
Have students participate in role playing situations of selfish and unselfish 

acts.  Have them discuss their feelings.  Have them act out fear situations and 

discuss possible solutions.


7.
Draw scenes from the puppet show to use in an art display.


8.
Make simple hand, finger, or stick puppets.


9.
Develop puppet skits using your puppets.
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